
‘91-’92: Minds Matter began with six Wall Street professionals to mentor and tutor inner-city high school students 
MINDS MATTER THEN...

AND NOW...

‘92-’93: Minds Matter of NY was incorporated as a tax-exempt public charity
‘93-’03: Minds Matter of NY continues to expand its program, gains recognition and grants, and interest 
in other cities begins to grow 

‘03-’04: Minds Matter of Boston, Inc. founded as the second Minds Matter chapter with its first class in 
January 2004

‘04-’05: Minds Matter of Denver, Inc. founded with its first class in the fall of 2004
‘05-’06: Chicago, Illinois, and Portland, Oregon were chosen as the fourth and fifth 
chapters of Minds Matter

‘06-’07: National Headquarters established to provide support to local chapters
‘07-’08: Cleveland, Ohio selected as location for the sixth chapter
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Minds Matter of Portland Receives Governor’s 
Volunteer Award
Minds Matter National, Inc. is proud to share that Graham Covington, as 
Director of Minds Matter of Portland, was the recipient of the Outstanding 
Senior Volunteer Award for the 2009 Governor’s Volunteer Award.  The 
awards are given out by Oregon Volunteers!, the Oregon Commission for 
Voluntary Action & Service in a competitive nomination process.  Graham 
was nominated by Johnna O’Keeffe and her mentor Tanja Dill. Graham 
emphasizes that this award belongs to the entire Portland chapter. In 
recognition of the award, Graham writes:

The award ceremony was held on October 2, 2009. Graham and Minds Matter were one of eight state-
wide award recipients individuals from all age groups and volunteer organizations. Roberta Cohen, Co-
Director of Mentees received the award because Graham was unable to attend the event. (Photo) Con-
gratulations Minds Matter of Portland on continuing to contribute to the success of Minds Matter, but more 
importantly, to the lives of the mentees you help every year. For more information on Minds Matter of 
Portland, please visit http://www.mindsmatter.org/chapter_portland.asp.

Our 25 tutors, 100 mentors, and staff of 20 are drawn from the Portland   
business, educational, and professional community.  It is they who deserve this award.  Minds Matter 
volunteers are testament to what’s right in the State of Oregon.  They provide guidance, counseling, and 
unconditional support to an underserved demographic in our public school system.  Minds Matter is also 
the beneficiary of substantial pro bono support from Self-Enhancement Inc (SEI) for classroom space, 
Tonkon Torp (Legal Services), and Moss Adams (Financial Services), in addition to support and encour-
agement from the Portland Arts community (Portland Center Stage, Portland Opera Guild, Portland Arts 
and Lectures, Portland Art Museum, Portland Baroque Orchestra), Multnomah Athletic Club, and Portland 
Public Schools.
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Current Position in Minds Matter: Executive Director, Minds Matter of Portland, 
and Board Member for Minds Matter National, Inc.
Graham was also a founding member of Minds Matter of Portland, chartered in 2006.
Education: Bachelor’s from Williams College, MBA from University of California at 
Berkeley
From 9 to 5: Graham is the President of Grease Consulting LLC, a West Coast-
based management consultancy.
In his free time: He serves on the boards of many community organizations including the Portland 
Baroque Orchestra and Outward Bound West. Graham also plays in a jazz trio.
On Graham: In nominating the Minds Matter of Portland Chapter for a prestigious volunteer 
award, Johnna O'Keeffe, now a senior Minds Matter mentee wrote,  “No one is capable of choos-
ing the circumstances in which they are born, but through Minds Matter, and the inexorable deter-
mination and compassion of Graham, they are given the power to sculpt their future into a way that 
will give back to the community through education, awareness, and success.”
Graham on Minds Matter: “Education is the sine qua non in our society.  If we don’t get this right, 
we’re destined for mediocrity.  Minds Matter is an opportunity to provide financial leverage and 
vision to an underserved demographic among our youth.  Minds Matter brings out the best of 
everybody.  As our mentees gain admission and financial aid to four-year colleges and universities, 
and return to their communities as mentors or tutors themselves, Minds Matter becomes a virtuous 
cycle and everybody wins.”

Eye on Leadership: Graham Covington    elcome to the fourth issue of Minds Matter’s National e-Newsletter!   There is a new look to the 
e-Newsletter to signify a renewed commitment to share the excitement of the nation wide growth with all 
of you.  We are constantly amazed by the success and progress Minds Matter has made throughout its 
existence.  It has all been through the strong network of friends like you who demonstrate an unwavering 
dedication and a deep-rooted passion for the cause.   
    In this issue we hope you enjoy reading in detail about the hope and inspiration of Graham Covington, 
founder of the Portland chapter and one of the most committed volunteers in Minds Matter.  The Portland 
Chapter has been active this past year and has been getting noticed in the process! In the spring, we will 
be bringing you our continued success stories as we expand to chapters in a city near you.
   We hope you have a lovely and safe holiday season, and hope you remember Minds Matter this year 
with your continued support for our organization. 

Season’s Greetings,

Debi Lee        Stewart Lee
Executive Director, National Executive Committee  Chair, National Board of Directors
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This holiday season, Minds Matter hopes you will remember to help us continue our 
work to transform the lives of accomplished high school students from low-income 
families by broadening their dreams and preparing them for college success. To make 
a donation, please visit www.mindsmatter.org/donate.asp. Have a happy and healthy 
holiday, and we’ll see you in the New Year. 
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